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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act ."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 13-19-101, MCA, is anended to read:
"13-19-101. Statement of purpose. The purpose of this
chapter is to provide the option of and procedures for conducting

certatn—specti+ed el ections as mail ballot elections. The

provi sions of this chapter recognize that sound public policy
concerning the conduct of elections often requires the bal ancing
of various elenents of the public interest that are sonetines in
conflict. Anong these factors are the public's interest in fair
and accurate elections, the election of those who wll govern or
represent, and cost-effective admnistration of all functions of
government, including the conduct of elections. The provisions of
this chapter further recogni ze that when these and other factors
are bal anced, the conduct of elections by mail ballot is
potentially the nost desirable of the available options in
certain circunstances.”

{iInternal References to 13-19-101: None.}

Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is anended to read:
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"13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory -- when
aut hori zed -- when—prohibtted -- when county el ection
adm ni strator conducts. (1) Conducting el ections by mail ball ot
is only one option available to local officials, and this chapter
does not mandate that the procedure be used.
(2) Execept—as—provided—n—subseet+on{3)—any Any el ection

may be conducted by mail ballot.

4)r(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection 4{b)y (3)(b)

if nmore than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the

political subdivision on the sane day, the county el ection
adm ni strator shall conduct the el ections.

(b) The requirenent that a county el ection adm ni strator
shal | conduct nore than one nail ballot election on the sane day
does not apply to a mail ballot school bond el ection conducted by
the trustees of any two or nore school districts that have
uni fi ed pursuant to 20-6-312 or that have created a joint board
of trustees pursuant to 20-3-361."

{iInternal References to 13-19-104:
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13-19-203 x ok rw 6/30}

Section 3. Section 13-19-202, MCA, is anended to read:

"13-19-202. Initiation by governing body. (1) A political
subdi vi sion may, by resolution of the governing body addressed to
the el ection adm nistrator, request that a particular election be
conducted under the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Prior to requesting that a nail ballot be used for a

state or federal election pursuant to subsection (1), the

governi ng body shall hold a public hearing on the resol uti on at

| east 90 days and no |l ater than 135 days before el ecti on day.

2)9(3) No later than 70 days before el ection day, the
governing body shall transmt its request to the election
adm ni strator, who shall determ ne whether it is economcally and
admnistratively feasible to conduct the requested el ection by

mai | ball ot.

(4) Wthin 5 days after receiving a request, the election
adm ni strator shall respond in witing, stating that the request
is either granted or denied for reasons specified. |If granted,
the election adm nistrator shall prepare a plan as provided in
13-19-205."

{iInternal References to 13-19-202:
13-19-201* ok rw 6/ 30}
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Section 4. Section 13-19-205, MCA, is anended to read:
"13-19-205. Witten plan for conduct of election --
anendnents -- approval procedures. (1) The el ecti on adm ni strator
shall prepare a witten plan for the conduct of the election and

shall submt it to the secretary of state and the governi ng body

concerned in a manner that ensures that it is received at |east
60 days prior to the date set for the election.

(2) The witten plan nmust include:

(a) a tinmetable for the election; and

(b) sanple witten instructions that will be sent to the
el ectors. The instructions nust include but are not limted to:

(i) information on the estinmated anount of postage required
to return the ballot; and

(i) (A the location of the places of deposit and the days
and tinmes when ballots may be returned to the places of deposit,
if the information is avail able; or

(B) if the information on |ocation and hours of places of
deposit is not available, a section that will allow the
information to be added before the instructions are nailed to
el ectors.

(c) the | ocation of:

(i) planned dropoff sites for ballots and a description of

any other voter services to be provided at those sites; and

(ii) planned accessi ble dropoff sites that woul d neet the

Hel p Anerica Vote Act designed to accompdate physically di sabl ed

voters cast a ballot in secrecy.

(3) The plan nust identify any specific effort designed to
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i ncrease or enhance the ability of a person to participate in the

el ecti on.

(4) For an election conducted under 13-1-104(1), the m ni num

nunber of accessible drop sites an el ection adninistrator nust

provide are as follows by county cl ass:

(i) first class - four sites;

(ii) second class - three sites;

(iii) third class - two sites; and

(iv) fourth to seventh class - one site.

3)(5) The plan may be anended by the el ection
adm nistrator any time prior to the 35th day before el ection day
by notifying the secretary of state in witing of any changes.

The governi ng body concerned nust approve of any changes to the

information required in subsections (2) and (3).

4)r(6) Wthin 5 days of receiving the plan and as soon as
possi bl e after receiving any anendnents, the secretary of state
shal | approve, disapprove, or recommend changes to the plan or
amendnent s.

5)3(7) Wien the witten plan has been approved, the
el ection adm nistrator shall proceed to conduct the el ection
according to the approved plan unless the election is cancel ed
for any reason provided by |aw "

{iInternal References to 13-19-205:
13-19-105x 13-19-202x 13-19-203x 13-19-206x rw 6/30}

Section 5. Section 13-19-207, MCA, is anended to read:
"13-19-207. Wien materials to be nailed. (1) Except as
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provi ded i n stubseet+oft subsections (2) and (3) through (5), for

any el ection conducted by mail, ballots nust be mailed no sooner
than the 25th day and no later than the 15th day before el ection
day.

(2) (a) Al ballots nmailed to electors on the active |ist
must be mailed the sane day.

(b) At any tinme before noon on the day before el ection day,
a ballot may be nmailed or, upon request, provided in person at
the election admnistrator's office to:

(1) an elector on the inactive list after the el ector
reactivates the elector's registration as provided in 13-2-222;
or

(1i) an individual who registers under the late registration
option provided for in 13-2-304.

(c) An elector on the inactive list shall vote at the
el ection admnistrator's office on election day if the el ector
reactivates the elector's registration after noon on the day
before el ection day.

(d) An elector who registers pursuant to 13-2-304 on
el ection day or on the day before election day nust receive the
ballot and vote it at the election admnistrator's office.

(3) Sixty days before a nanil ballot el ection conducted under

13-1-104(1)(a) or (b), a notice nust be mailed to electors with

i nactive or provisional status instructing the electors how to

becone a qualified elector and receive their ballot through the

mai | for the upcom ng el ecti on.

(4) Ballots for a county election conducted by mail nust be
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mai | ed on the 25th day before el ecti on day.

(5) Ballots for absent uniforned services and over seas

el ectors nust be nmail ed 45 days before an election held in

conjunction with a federal general election held under 13-1-

104(1)."

{iInternal References to 13-19-207: None.}
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